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The Individual Research on Vietnamese New Women Immigrants
Learning Strategies of Cross-cultural Language Learning.

CHIANG CHIH-LING
The objects of this research are three new women immigrants. Based on the theory of
the basic second language learning strategies by Rebecca L. Oxford, the research is mainly on
the specific learning strategies of foreign spouses, analyzing the characteristics of the three

cases language learning, the methods of learning strategies, concluding related research ,

finding out the individual factor that influences the learning style, the current successful way

of the second language learning, and consequently, introducing the successful experiences to
the new immigrants. This research aims to help teachers to analyze the effects of
cross-cultural learning by the immigrants and train the learners to be “teachers” afterwards.

According to the successful examples of the second language learning by the new women
immigrants, the characteristics are following:

1. focus on the four skills learning, complete the assignments as hard as possible, and further
arrange their own study plans, reaching the full development.

2. listening practice: in addition to listening carefully in class, there are two ways to improve
their listening abilities outside the classroom. One is listening to the programs or CD
casually, while doing household chores; the other is listening attentively, taking notes, and
trying to figure out every word, sentence and the meaning of the whole content.
speaking practice: taking every chance to speak Mandarin.

4. reading practice: (the most part of the second language learning)

(1) trying to understand each word, sentence and the meaning of the whole content of the
article.

(2) making a guess from the context, asking husband for help or consulting the dictionary
when coming across new words.

(3) instead of memorizing words alone, they are asked to memorize phrases or sentences,
and trying to make a link between the sentences and the content.

5. writing practice: for foreign spouses, writing is the most difficult and laborious part.
Besides completing the assignments, they are further asked to take notes in Mandarin, and
combine listening and writing practice. Every composition needs to be revised repeatedly
until reaching perfection.

6. In the process of learning, learners take the initiative in the second language learning,
reflecting on learning strategies, choosing the best strategies of learning, and evaluating the
effects of learning. Apart from the above-mentioned qualities and the usage of strategies,

the support of husband and his family plays a crucial part of the second language learning.
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