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Reading, Dialoguing, Writing and Cultural
Understanding: A Reflection on a
‘Multicultural Educational Program

Ching-jung Ho"

Abstract

For a long time, Taiwanese people have been short of multicultural literacy, which
has become an obstacle while Taiwan encounters the world trend of marriage
immigrants currently. The design of the literacy program therefore should consider
both the needs of new immigrants and local people to enhance their Cross;cultural
understanding and multicultural literacy as well. Based upon\ the perspective of critical
literacy and the socio-cultural literacy education approach, this author designed a
program to help learnets think critically and develop multicultural literacy by reading
texts in their lives, dialoguing with other learners, and then writing journals freely as
homework. This paper reviewed the experiences of the praxis of this program,
including the programming features and leéming effects. It is found that factors
influencing learners’ changes and transformation are as follows: 1) Dialogues,
problem-posing and learning materials help enhance the depth and width of learners’
meaning perspectives. 2) Free writing stimulates the connections of learners themsel\zes
to their lives. 3) Leaming materials change learners’ viewpoinfs about interethnic
marriages at various levels. 4) Meéningful rhaterials and dialogues facilitate some
learners’ meaning transformation. Teacher as a cultural worker is to prose problems,
raise learners’ curiosity, and patiently wait for learner’s awareness and cross their
limiting situations further ahead. In sum, dialogues among learners with different
socio-cultural positions have created opportunities for them to achieve a purpose of
critical multicultural education-- cross-cultural understanding among learners. Thus, it
is concluded that literacy educators have to be sensitive to the dynamic relationships

among learners’ characteristics, texts and teaching methods.

Key words: Interethnic marriage, foreign brides, multicultural education, critical literacy
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